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DEDICATION 
the brave women who to-day 


are 
fer freedom: to the noble women who all down 
the ages kept the flag flying and looked for- 
ward to this day without seeing it: to all 
/women all over the world, of whatever race, or 
' exreed, or calling, whether they be with us or 


against us io this fight, we dedicate this paper. 


Owing to the Parliamentary recess, there has 
‘been as yet no further development of the in- 
teresting Suffrage situation created ‘by the 
failure of ‘the Government's Special Register 
Bill, just before the adjournment. The Fran- 
chise Confer Speaker’s Conference as 
it is usually .called, because the Speaker: will 
nominate the members of it—has not met up to 
the time of going to press ; and the varying fore- 
casts of its composition which have appeared 
from time to time in the newspapers may with 
safety be,igtiored. What does appear to be 


> 


accurate information is that the Conference, 


‘ when it does meet, will consist only of members 
of Parliament, drawn from both Houses; so the 
earlier rumours that it would also include lay 
representatives of the suffrage and other move- 
ments, can equally be dismissed. 

What Will Come of the Speaker's Conference? 
But what concerns us most is the probable 
_ findings of the Conference when its sittings are 
completed and its report is submitted to the 
Goverument. Our readers do not need to be 
warned that some way, however incomplete, may 
yet be found to placate those who demand a 
service franchise for men—perhaps by amend- 
ing the Ballot Act and tinkering with the Re- 
gister—so that the franchise may be technically 
left untouched, and women’s claims: again ig- 
nored. Suffragists have suffered disillusionment 
too often to be.unaware, ab this crisis, of the 
dangers that lurk for them in the near future. 
But it is precisely because we recognise those 
 @angers that we advocate full womanhood and 
man suffrage as the only effective, as well 
as the only honourable, solution of the Regis- 
tration tangle. In our view, it is no longer 
practical polities to demand the vote for women 


'..“ on the same terms as it is or may be granted 


to men,” and to leave it to the Government to 
reconcile, as best it can, the anomaly between 
- equality on paper. and inequality in fact when 
“the same terms” are seen to work out at the 
actual disfranchisement of all working-class 
wives. That was a good diplomatic policy for 
bygone days, when Parliament had plenty of 
- time,. if it chose, to pass a “limited” Bill in 
‘one Session and to widen it, if the people chose, 
“in another Session. It is bécause-this was not 
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done, and because we have in consequence a 
Registration problem to-day, that we recognise 
the necessity for a new and a constructive Suff- 
rage policy. 
‘The Need for a Practical Scheme 

The war, while in many ways tending to in- 
crease the powers of the Government, also to 
some extent renders the Cabinet more dependent 
upon the people. A united nation'is indispens- 
able if the Executive is to be held responsible 
for the conduct of a gigantic war. Women 
who (admittedly in war time!) form part of the 
nation, cannot be left out if the franchise is 
to be widened to make the Government more 
really representative of men. The House of 
Commons evidently implied as much last 
August. At this stage, then, there is little or 
no meaning in the cry for the mere’ removal 
of the sex disability, which does not in any re- 


— meet the manifold difficulties that he in 
ne. way of framing a Bill that shall enable. 


the whole nation to elect the next Parliament. 
If the Suffrage Societies are to make any im- 
pression on the Conference that will try to draw 
up a workable Bill, they must be ready with a 
practical scheme to lay before it when, as we 
hope, their evidence will be called for. 
Adalt Suffrage Council 

For these reasons we welcome the formation 
of the National. Adult Suffrage Council, of 
which we give some account on another page. 
The only constructive policy, we repeat, which 
can meet the difficulties of the present situa- 
tion, and at the same time unite the nation in 
a@ common responsibility for the conduct of the 
nation’s affairs, is one which recognises no differ- 
ence of class, or sex, in the people who form the 
nation. We repudiate utterly the suggestion 
that the indubitable right of women to be con- 
sidered part of the nation offers any obstacle to 
the enfranchisement of the men who are now 
suffering and daring so much for our country’s 
sake. The insinuation is as specious, untrue, 
and unjust as the accompanying suggestion 
that our soldiers and sailors would like to see 
the franchise widened for themselves in such a 
way as to set up another barrier to the enfran- 
chisement of the women who are keeping the 


‘country going in their absence. Away with 


such unworthy insinuations, we say! Let Par- 
liament grasp a great opportunity in both hands 
and deal nobly with the whole question, now 
and for ever, by acknowledging the common 
humanity of all our men and women. 
Defective School Children — 

As Chief Medical Officer to the Board of 
Education, Sir George Newman has issued a 
Report of terrible import to the whole country, 
and especially to women. One appalling sen- 
tence has attracted wide attention e,on in the 
midst of the war. It tells us that— 
out of the six million children in our elementary 
schools, not less than one million are so physically 
or mentally defective, or diseased, as to be unable to 
derive reasonable benefit from the education which 
the state provides. 

Even if Sir George Newman’s standard is higher 
than the average, this remains a terrible charge 
against the State, which has undertaken the 
children’s education. It means that one out of 


>. 


every six of the working class population will 
grow up incapable of such useful and honourable 
life ag should be within the reach of all. There 
are many causes. The parents may be respon- 
sible to some extent for carelessness and inatten- 
tion, but the main causes. of mental and physi 


deficiency are bad housing, bad air, dirt, and 


insufficient food, and for all these causes of 
national weakness all the grown-up men and 
women of the country ought to hold themselves 
responsible. As it is, so far as State action is: 
concerned, women are excluded from their share 
in the responsibility. Give them the right and 
the power, and we may be quite certain this 
national shame will be wiped out, 
Thrift in Education 
Sir George Newman tells us also that of 
the children who leave school each year, nearly, 
one million receive no further education at all. 
He specially. mentions the years 14 to 17, we. 
suppose. because these. are the. years when edu- 
cation ought to have its finest result. In the 
richer classes a boy usually goes to &% public. 
school at 14 and begins his true education, which 
lasts till 17 at least, and frequently tilb 22. 


What chance in comparison does the boy get: 


who leaves ‘school at 14 and is ‘taught’ nothing 


more, so far as school work goes? As Sir George 
Newman says, if we want to rear a healthy race 
of high capacity, we must begin earlier and 
continue later. ‘It is sometimes said,” he goes 
on, ‘that, in the interest of economy, the 
State cannot afford such a complete scheme.” 
My submission is that, in the interest of eco- 
nomy, the State cannot afford to neg 

plete scheme.”’ A good deal of the old talk about 
economy has fallen silent since the war. What 
a difference one fortnight’s cost of the war would 
make to the health and capacity of the race if it 
could be carefully and wisely expended on the 
physical and mental development of the chil- 
dren! Instead of increasing educational effort, 
we are now rapidly reducing it. In the same 
Medical Reportwe read that 60,000 children who 
ought to be in school are now kept away atwork. 
As things stand, we are told this is necessary. 
We reply it is a shortsighted view of necessity. 
Even the Germans, who are harder pressed for 
food and money than we, write with scorn of 
our neglect of the schools and point to their 
Budget, which shows an increase on the educa- 
tion grant in spite of the war. 


“Little Better Than a Pig-sty’ , 

We have mentioned bad housing as one 
of the causes of defective mental and physi- 
cal condition. It is an obvious cause. “Next to 
insufficient food it is, perhaps, the most widely 
recognised. A deputation from the National 
Housing . and Town-Pl-*aing Council recently 
appealed to Mr. Walter Long as President of 
the Local Government Board to set aside no less 


lect a com- ° 


than £20,000,000 im advances to local autho- 


rities, to enable them to provide houses. at 
reasonable rentals. Mr. Long could not pledge 
himself to any exact amount. 
very naturally, that even more might be re- 
quired. And then he made a statement with. 
which. all must sympathise. “It would be a 
black crime,” le said, “ if they sat still and did 


nothing. by way of preparation to provide these , 


He thought,. 
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VOTES FOR WOMEN. 


men with proper homes—to let them come from 
a water-logged, horrible trench to something 
that was little better than a pigsty.” We en- 
tirely agree. As we said, everyone must sym- 
pathise. But we do not forget that, though the 
women have not been in water-logged trenches, 
they are now living in “something little better 
than a pigsty” all the time. And we do not 
forget that it is the house little better than a 
pigsty which produces not only “ defectives ” 
but many of those hideous 
assaults upon children which we have to record 
so ofte in our columns. The Bishop of Lon- 
don has been protesting lately against the con- 
dition of the streets, the “ promenades ” at cer- 
tain music-halls, and the parks. In earlier days 
the Bishop knew the conditions of poverty, and 
he knows that want of decency at home is amon 

the commonest origins of vice. ; 


Women and Men's Work 


From all sides come reports of the men’s work 
that is being done by women. This includes 


‘not only the lighter manual work supposed to 


be suitable to women, but heavier jobs, among 


_which are the following—felling trees, rolling 


casks, barrow delivery for the post office, tarring 
roads, shovelling slag, loading and unloading 
waggons at an ironstone works, breadmaking, 
as pit prop carriers, as labourers in the build- 
ing trade and in gas and electric works, in the 
tanning and currying trades, and a multitude 
of other employments once thought to be ex- 
clusively “ men’s sphere.’”’ And we remember a 
distinguished Anti-Suffragist who once asserted 
that women could not have a vote because only 
men did the heavy work of the world! 


Do the Wages Cerrespond ? 


‘ ‘We wish we could feel that women’s wages in 


every case correspond to their work. It is dis- 
couraging to read of the women employed in 
oxy-acetylene welding, who, in many cases doing 
exactly the same work as the men they replace, 
are obliged to resist an attempt to place them 
upon a flat rate of 8d. an hour, while the men 
receive from 10d. to ls. 2d. an hour. Or to 
find the Leeds City Council declining to agree 
that the women tram-conductors are entitled to 
the war bonus that is granted to their men col- 
leagues. Or to note that in the recent rise of 
5s, in the war bonus granted to the railwaymen, 
the 10,000 women employed temporarily are 
not included. Yet, according to the Board of 


had risen 4 per cent. higher on tember 1 
than it stood on August 1, bringing the average 
increase in the retail prices of food since the 
beginning of the war to 65 per cent. Do the 
powers that limit the payment of war bonuses 
think that women meet the increase in cost: by 


eating 65 per cent. less of food? 


Casualties of the Cradle 


The rise in some districts of the price of milk 
to sixpence per quart+raises again the whole 
question of the milk supply in this country, 
which amounts to a public scandal. What is 
the use of lecturing parents on the decline of the 
birth-rate, and mothers on their ignorance of 
child welfare, when the staple food of babies is 
allowed to become prohibitive in price, is not 
safeguarded against the presence of tubercu- 
losis and other germs, is not even ordinarily 
clean by. the time it reaches the consumer? The 
Milk and Dairies Act, which should have come 
into operation before October, 1915, was post- 
poned by Parliament until “such date, not 
being later than the expiration of one year after 
the termination of the present War, as the Local 
Government Board may by order appoint ”—a 
postponement that is as good as a sentence of 
death passed upon the hundreds of babies who 
die annually from infant maladies contracted 
largely through impure milk. The Act in itself 
is only a makeshift, its provisions, which are 
good in themselves, being permissive and not 


_ obligatory. . But it is a step in the right direc- 


tion; and we feel strongly that, especially at 
a time when our military casualties average over 
4,000 a day, the Government should take this 
step and seek to reduce the casualties of the 
cradle. The postponement decree should be at 
once rescinded, and the Pure Milk Act be put 
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into force: better still, its decrees should at the 
same time be made compulsory. 


Brave Women in the Field | 


During the month the King has bestowed the: 


Military Medal on several women. The medal 
is a reward for “ bravery in the field,” and well 
have the sisters and nurses deserved it. Some 
of them have been with our Army or our Allied 
force since the beginning of the War. Some 
had seen service in South Africa,’ At least four 
had been wounded and still remained on duty. 
Such services and such public recognition put 
an end, we may hope, for ever to many of the 
ancient and weary arguments against our cause. 
They will induce others beside the Prime 
Minister to “discover women.” » To ourselves, 
woman’s courage and endurance are nothing 
new, and our knowledge has only been confirmed 
by the behaviour of the women in the invaded 
districts of France and Flanders, to say nothing 
of places nearer home, where any night in the 
week women may be exposed to extreme peril 

ually with men; and yet these continue on 
their ordinary way without panic and without 
reward, 


A New Profession for Women — 


We commend the L.C.C. Education Com- 
mittee for launching out on a new line. They 
are going to teach waitresses how to wait. The 
classes will be held two afternoons a week for 
two hours apiece, the fee is 7s. 6d., and the 
2g must already be waitresses. They will 
earn how to twist up napkins into bishops’ 
mitres, fans, and the other shapes which always 
overcome us with amazement. They will learn 
,’ a most useful accomplishment, 
especially when the men come back from France. 
They will be drilled in serving at table, and 
dummy guests will be provided, made, as we 
hope, to represent crusty old clubmen as closely 
as possible. “ The pupils,” we read, “ will hand 
the courses, with the wines appropriate to each.”. 
So that the drill-sergeant’s instructions will 
run: “ At the command One, lay the soup be 
fore the dummy, taking care not to spill it down 
his back. At the command Two, present the 
sherry.” But why waste all this on dummies! 


Items of Interest 


Through the Women’s Legion, which acts as 
agency for women chauffeurs, many of these 
have secured engagements with the Army Ser- 
vice Corps, the London County Council (for 
ambulances), and with private employers. Ten 
have recently been appointed to drive for the 
Royal Flying Corps. 


The Lord Provost of Glasgow has started a 
scheme whereby women will relieve the military 
of the work of paying pensions to wounded 
soldiers. and sailors. 

At least 11,000 women clerks and typists are 
now employed in Government offices. Miss 
Frances H. Low wrote recently to the Z'vmes to 
point out that there are few openings for the 
middle-aged woman clerk, even if she is com- 
petent and experienced, either in City or Govern- 
ment offices, 

The American Suffragist, Miss Alice Duer 
Miller, when asked to contribute to a fund for 
lighting the statue of Liberty in New York Har- 
bour, sent half the sum v would otherwise 
have given, with the explanation that—“ When 
full liberty is extended to all the people by grant- 
ing the vote to women under the United States 
Constitution I will pay up the remaining instal- 
m en 

Mr. Pett Ridge, who has so often 
us with delightful stories for our columns, sends 
us an appeal for infamts’ and children’s clothes, 


or material and wool for these, to be sent to | 


1, Elm Park Gardens, London, 8.W., for dis- 
tribution among Belgian babies in Flanders, be- 
hind the fighting line. Money to buy the same 
can, be sent to Dr, L. Fairfield (another good 
Suffragist), c/o London, County and West- 
minster Bamk, 217, Strand, W.C. 


Now Ready. 


MOTHERS IN MEAN STREETS; 
THE TOAD UNDER THE HARROW. 


By ANNA MARTIN. 
With Introduction by 


PRICE TWOPENCE. 


Send at once for a copy (Post Free Three 


pence), or for a dozen copies (Post Free Two 


Shillings), to the Publishers, Unrtzp Surrra- 


aists, 27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 


SOME REASONS WHY ADULT 


IS NOW WITHIN THE 


SUFFRAGE 


SPHERE OF PRACTICAL POLITICS 


1. Because by no other measure can the will of 

_ the whole people be expressed in the 

Parliament which will have to deal with 

reconstruction after .the War. 

2. Because the nation has declared through the 

Press, and through the public utterances 

of prominent persons both inside and out- 

side Parliament, that soldiers, sailors, 

and war workers of both sexes cannot in 

justice be excluded from the Register on 

which this new Parliament will be 
elected. 


3. Because every proposal hitherto put forward 


in Parliament to meet the situation by a 
reform of the existing Register has 
proved abortive, showing that justice 
cannot even be assured to the men alone 
by such a device. 
4. Because it is now acknowledged, by the 
formation of a Speaker’s Conference of 
both Houses to consider a workable 
scheme of franchise reform, that ‘a 
Franchise Bill alone can secure the end 
desired. . 


5. Because even the Prime Minister, the 
strongest opponent in pre-war days of 
Woman Suffrage, now admits that the 
claim of women to be included in such a 
Bill has become ‘“ unanswerable.” 


6. Because no measure short of manhood suf- 
frage will secure the votes of fighting 
men and male war workers; and no 
measure short of womanhood suffrage 
will secure votes equally to the women 
doing war work and in a multitude of 
ways. keeping the country going at home. 


7. Because at the present acute stage of the 
war it is vitally essential that the whole 
nation should be (a) united ; and (b) free 
to sacrifice all other interests to the 
public weal. 


8. Because such unity and such freedom can only 
be attained if all sense of inequality, un- 
fairness and grievance be removed from 


the hearts of the people by the abolition 


of the sex disability and the property 
qualification in politics. 


‘ 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ADULT 
SUFFRAGE 
Votes for All Men and Women 

We have been asked to publish the following 
announcement : — : 

It was clear from the debate in the House of 
Commons on August 16 that the present fran- 
chise tangles are little short of intolerable. A 

body of opinion in the country has always 
held that the single franchise—a vote for every 
adult man and woman on a short residential 
basis—is the only possible way out; and other 
societies. and individuals have been led by re 
cent events to the same conclusion, while there 
is general agreement that the question should 
be dealt with by Parliament as soon as ible. 

It has, therefore, been held desirable to form 
a National Council to organise and express the 
demand for Adult Suffrage. A meeting for this 


* purpose was held in the Central Hall, West- 


minster, at which the following resolution was 
passed and an Executive Committee elected :— 


That this meeting is of opinion that for the pur- 
pose of electing the next Parliament, a Register 


representative of all men and women of the country 


ld be secured by the enactment of a_measure 
of full adult suffrage during the present session, in 
order that the problems of reponstruction may be 
dealt with by representatives of the whole people. 

The members of the Executive Committee are 
as follows :— | 
Chairman: Mr. H. W. Nevinson; Miss Bond- 
field, Mr. Fred ey Miss E.. D. Courtney, Miss 
Llewelyn Davies, Mr. A. G. Gardiner, Mr. G. ‘Lans- 
bury, Mrs. Pethick Lawrence,.Miss Mary Longman, 
Miss Mary Macarthur, Miss C. E. Marshall, Mr. 
H. W, Massingham. Mr. J. S. Middleton, Miss 
A. - Royden, Miss Evelyn Sharp, Mrs. F. T. Swan- 
wick. | 
The offices of the new Council, which will be 
known as the National Council for Adult 
Suffrage, are at 27, Chancery Lane, W.C. | 


PAMPHLETS TO BE READ 


“Mothers in Mean Streets; or, The 
Toad Under the. Harrow” 


We are glad to be able to announce that Miss 
Anna Martin’s poignant articles on the position 
of the married working woman under modern 
legislation, which appeared recently in Vores 
FOR WoMEN, have now been issued by the United 
Suffragists (27, Chancery Lane, W.C.) in 
pamphlet form at the moderate price of two- 
pence, under the above title. An interesting 


“vaergiae by Mr. Gerald Gould makes an excel- 


ent introduction to a pamphlet that is remark- 
able for presenting, we think for the first time, 
the problem of the working class mother in a 
totally new light—as the victim of social legis-. 
lation intended to improve the condition of 
working ¢lass children. It is the most un- 
answerable indictment we have read of one-sided 
legislation, by reason -of which the mother, 
because she has not been consulted, becomes in- 


deed the “‘ toad under the harrow.” 


As Mr. Gould says in his preface, Miss Martin 
has a special claim to be heard on this subject 
because she has lived for so many years among 
the working ‘women of Rotherhithe. No one, 
reading the instances she gives from her own 
personal knowledge of how “the mother in mean 
streets’ can.suffer from want of representation 
in the Councils of the State, can dispute Mr. 
Gould’s statement. We commend the pamphlet 
to our readers with the full assurance that they 
will do their utmost to spread its circulation. 
It is the best argument for the Vote that has 
appeared for a considerable time, _ 


Royal Commission on Venereal Diseases 

Not long ago we reviewed the Final Report of 
the Royal Commission on Venereal Diseases, 
and regretted that the prohibitive price of this 
issue of the Report greatly limited its circula- 
tion. Now we are glad to bring to the notice of 
our readers an admirable synopsis of the original 
edition, made by Douglas White, M.D. (Captain 
R.A.M.C.), and published at the reasonable price 
of 1s. by the National Council for Combating 
Venereal Diseases (Kingsway House, Kingsway, 
W.C.). Everybody interested in this important 
matter should at once buy a copy of the Synopsis, 


which gives the Summary of Recommendations 
and the section dealing with the Economic 
Effects of the Diseases in full, and abbreviates 
the rest without actually omitting anything 
essential. 

In applying for the Synopsis, a request might 
be made at the same time for a copy of the 
First Annual Report of the National Council 
for Combating Venereal Diseases, which contains 
some very valuable information concerning the 
work already done by the Council, especially 
with regard to the health of the Army, a prob- 
‘lem which is now deeply engaging the minds of 
all moralists, thinkers, and social reformers, as 
well as the military authorities. 


CHRISTMAS SALE 

| Important ! 

The Christmas Sale in aid of the funds of the 
United Suffragists’ Women’s Club, which was 
announced in our last issue, will take place on 
December 2, in the Central Hall, Westminster. 
As we are having only a one-day Sale, this year, 
we hope all our friends will take note of this 
date and make no other engagement for that 
afternoon and evening. Further, since our 
paper, no longer appears weekly, we urge upon 
our readers to pay special attention to this an- 
nouncement and to set to work as soon as pos- 
sible to provide the stalls with a good stock of 
saleable articles. 

The Stalls 


The following Stalls are 
priated :— 

Provisions: — Hampstead U-%. 

Christmas Cards and Calendars: — Kensing- 
ton U.S. 2 

Fancy Articles :—-Mrs. Craies. 

Oriental Goods:— Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck. 

Sweets ;— Mrs. Goodman. . 

Refreshments :— Miss Walford. 

General Stall:— Women’s Club members. 

We call special attention to the General 
Stall, where the goods will be provided by 
members of the Women’s Club itself, all of 
whom will try to send some article, however 
small, from a pot of jam or a cake to a pin- 
cushion or a soldier's tie, and so help in the 
upkeep of the Club that has been such a boon 
to them all through the War. 


How Our Readers Can Help 

All can help by contributing articles to the 
various stalls, or by offering to take a whole 
stall and run it. Miss Walford, who has again 
undertaken the refreshments, which 
managed so admirably last year, appeals especi- 
ally for gifts of tea and coffee as well as cakes, 
and for donations in money. 


Side Shows 
We mean to have some attractive side shows 
as well as the stalls; and shall be glad if any of 
our friends who are palmists, phrenologists, 
fortune tellers, or lightning artists, will volun- 
teer their services. 


All communications regarding the sale to be 
addressed to Miss Brewster, at the U.S. Offices 
27, Chancery Lane, W.C., who is organising it. 


OTHER SOCIETIES 7 
At the time of going to press, the following 
Societies have agreed to take Stalls, the pro- 
ceeds in their case being devoted to their own 
funds: The Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society, 
the Free Church League for Woman Suffrage, 
the International Suffrage Shop, the Suffra- 
gettes of the W.S.P.U. 


GLASGOW MAGISTRATES AND: 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE 
The following important resolution has been 
signed by the Magistrates of Glasgow and sent 
to all Members of the Government : — 


That we, the undersigned Glasgow Magistrates, 
call upon the Coalition Government to yield to the 
universal desire of the Nation that women shall be 
enfranchised on the same terms as men. 

We submit with all respect, that Governments 
have not, so far, shown a sufficient understanding 
of the tragic problems underlying the women’s 
[demand for direct representation in Parliament. 


already appro- 


she | 


And unless the principle of on eg of Voting 
Rights for Women is establis on the Statute 
before’ the next General Election, so that women 
may help in the reconstruction of conditions, we 
shall hold the Government responsible for the sus- 
tained misery in the homes of working women in 
our great industrial centres, a misery which Magis- 
trates, by virtue of their office, are in a position to 
appreciate and understand. 

(Signed) Hamilton Brown, Magistrate; John 
Cowan Drummond, Magistrate; Henry MacNaugh- 
ton, Magistrate; Thos. H. Hutchison, Magistrate ; 
William Nicol, Magistrate; Wm. Davidson, Magis- 
trate; John Muir, Magistrate; Jas. Stewart, 
Magistrate; FE. Rosslyn Mitchell, Magistrate; 
David Mason, Police Judge; R. Mitchell, M 
trate; Jas. Barrie, J.P., Police Magistrate ; m. 
Maclure, Magistrate; J. D. Morton, Magistrate; 
Thos. J. Irwin, Magistrate; James Stewart, 
Magistrate. 


The strength-giving 
effect of Hall's Wine 
in any run-down con- 
dition is experienced 
from the frst dose. 


And the good is /asting, 
because Hall’s Wine helps 
the system to a condition 
where it is able to go on 


helping itself. 


Improved digestion, richer 
blood, more vigorous circu- 
lation, a toning up of every 
vital process——that is the 
assured reward of taking 


Buy a bottle of Hall's Wine to-day. 
If, after taking half of it, you feel 
no real benefit, return us the half- 
empty bottle and we refund outlay. 
Large Size 39. Of Wine Merchants,Sc. 
Stephen Smith &Co.,Ld. Bow, London. fit 
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EUSTON THEATRE. 


DEMONSTRATION 


Sunday, Oct. 8th, 6 p.m. 
SPEAKERS: 
ROBERT WILLIAMS, 
FRED BRAMLEY, 
MRS. BARTON, 2 
SYLVIA PANKHURST, 


AND OTHERS. 


COME AND DEMAND A VOTE FOR 
EVERY MAN AND WOMAN! 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB 
8, GRAFTON STREET, PICCADILLY. W. 
Subscription: 1 Guinea per annum, from date of entrance. 

(Irish, Scottish and Foreign Members, 10s. Gd.) ~ 


WEEKLY LECTURES, HOUSE DINNia3. 


Valuable Feminist Lending & Reference Library 
FREE TO MEMBERS. (Non-Members, 5s. 6d. per annum.) 


EXxceLLent Carerinc. aND Dinners From 
All particulars—Secretary. Tel.: 3932 Mayrai. 
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‘women’s claim to be now unanswerable. 


VOTES FOR WOMEN. _ 


Articles and ‘News contributed for insertion 
ts VOTES FOR WOMEN should be sent to 


The Editors, FOR WOMEN, 27, 
Chancery Lane,. W. 

Subscript mene to the should be sent to 
The Publi S FOR WOMEN, 27, 
Chancery lone, W C. 


The are cones a monthly issue), post 
free, annual subscription for sia 
and 1s. (96 cents) abroad, payable in advance. 


VOTES FOR WOMEN 


27, CHANCERY LANE, W.C. 


Telegraphic Address :—Unisuffra, Holb., London 


Telephone :—Holborn 5880 


OCTOBER, 1916. 


-TO-DAY’S THE DAY! 


Are women to win the vote—not next Par- 
liament, not next year, but this very session? 
That is the supreme question today. For years 
past women have been put off on various 


grounds. Whole-hearted opponents have said |‘ 


that only a tiny fraction of women wanted the 
vote, that some of the most prominent women 
were opposed to it, and the great mass indif- 
ferent. They ‘have urged that women were 
essentially personal, and, with a few exceptions, 
took no part in public work or interest in public 
questions. They have labelled women inefficient 
and incapable of filling the more important 
posts in national production. Finally, they have 
thought to clinch their case by pointing to the 
army and declaring that as the defence of the 
country depended in the last resort wpon men, 
so the decisions for the policy of the country 
ought not to depend in any way upon the sais 


of women. 


But this open and direct opposition nn not 
been the only obstacle which women have had 
to face. They have also had to meet the argu- 
ments of those who accounted themselves friends 
of woman suffrage, but who thought the time 
was not convenient. ‘“ The country was nob con- 
verted.” “ Parliament had other matters before 
it, and did not want to deal with the franchise 


- issue.” “ Woman suffrage cut across the lines of 


party cleavage, and could not, therefore, be 
carried by a party Government.” “The Prime 
Minister was opposed, and except over his poli- 
tically-dead body it could not be passed into 
Jaw.” 

The Anti’s of Yester-year 


The rapid rush of events of the last two years 


‘thas swept away the arguments alike of oppo- 


nents and of procrastinating friends. Women 
have taken an undreamed-of part in public life 
and thought. Handicapped though they were 
by a lack of training, they have shown them- 
selves amazingly efficient and capable in all 
manner of industry, and a demonstration has 
been given of the fact, long realised by Suffra- 
gists, that in war-time, even more than in peace, 
the labours of women are essential to the exist- 
ence of the country. But that is not all. There 
are now scarcely any women opponents of 
woman suffrage; most, if not all, of those who 
opposed it before the war have admitted their 
conversion. As to the men in the country, they 
have come forward on all sides to acknowledge 
the justice of giving women the vote. Even the 
politicians have been converted, and the Prime 
‘Minister ‘himself, who was thought to be abso- 
lutely fixed in his opposition, has admitted the 
When 
to these phenomena are added the facts that a 
non-party Government is in power, and that 


Pisdethenit is in any case about to deal with 
the question of the franchise, it must be per- 
fectly clear to everyone that this is the supreme 
hour for the settlement of the question of 
Woman Suffrage. 


The Hour has Struck 
What if the hour be allowed to go by? What 


if a franchise law be passed amending the regis- 
tration rules, extending the vote to more men, 


| but leaving women to wait till after the war 


for their enfranchisement? Let us. try to 
war is over, that politics have ceased to be fluid 
and are crystallising into new combinations, 
that the extended male electorate has chosen a 
new House of Commons, and that a new party 
Government has come into power, faced with 
all kinds of concrete questions of reconstruction. 
It is not merely that the difficulty of carrying 
another franchise law; giving women the vote in 
this new Parliament, would be very great; but 
that even if such a measure could be carried, 
it would come too late to give women the voice 
to which they are entitled in determining the 
whole character of our future civilisation and 
women’s place in it. If, therefore, the alter- 
native be not quite that of “ now or never,” it 
is at least that of “ now or irreparable delay.” 
So vital is this issue that every woman who 
cares at all must put forward her supreme effort 
now to secure that the vote be given to women 
in this Parliament, in this session, in this 
Franchise Bill. 

It will be said, perhaps, that the self-same 
arguments will impel anti-suffragists, who have 
not renounced their opposition to Woman 
Suffrage, ta make a supreme effort at this junc 
ture to defeat the enfranchisement of women, 
for if they are successful now they will have 
made it much harder for women to win their 
vote in the future. But if these opponents are 
patriots, I think they will hesitate before incur- 


course. 
the country than the instability which will arise 
if the whole’ post-war reconstruction be based 
on the will of the male half alone, 


When the Men Come Back 

Consider the problems that will have to be 
faced. Hundreds of thousands, perhaps mil- 
lions, of women have entered into occupations 
previously confined to men. Some of these 
women may only desire to be so occupied tem- 
porarily, but many will wish to remain. What 
is to happen to them after the war? Are they 
to be turned out neck and crop? Some male 


| Trade Unionists apparently desire this solution, | 


and if we were to take the hurried vote of the 
Trade Union Congress on the Vehicle Workers’ 
‘resolution as expressing the considered judgment 
of Trade Unionism, we should have to conclude 
that this view was held by the majority. Un- 
doubtedly the employers will oppose this course. 
But surely the parties most entitled to be heard 
are the women themselves, and how can they 
be heard to any purpose unless their voice has 
the authority that citizenship alone can give? 
Otherwise, some compromise will be reached 
between masters and men, in which women will 
go to the wall. The wiser Trade Unionists see 
this quite clearly, and, both for the sake of 
women and for the sake of maintaining in the 
long run the standard for men, recognise that 
women must be enfranchised. 

Again, there are the questions of hours and 
conditions of work, both now and after the war. 
Health Committees have been going carefully 
into these matters, and have established the fact 
that short hours and good conditions are vital 
‘both for health and for a satisfactory output. 


‘But unless women, to whom these issues are 


visualise the situation. Let us suppose that the} 


ring the very grave responsibility of taking this’ 
I can imagine no greater calamity for. 


| even more important than to men, have through 


the franchise the power to ameliorate conditions 
we know from experience that little effective 
will be done. 

Again, there is evert now a committee siding 
on “ Man-Power,” which is considering, among 
other things, the substitution of women for men, 
Is it not an anomaly that this committee should 
be not merely composed solely of men, but 
should be responsible solely to a male House 
of Commons and a male electorate? 

The instances I have quoted are merely a few 
of the many great questions which are imme- 
diately coming up for consideration. If they 
are decided before the enfranchisement of 
women it is certain that they will be decided 
unfairly io women. For however good the in- 
tentions of those who have to make the deci- 
sions, the laws of political life are such that 
politicians cannot give full weight to the wishes 
of those who are without the rudiments “ 
political power. 

Unless Justice is Done 

If women are dealt with unfairly in the re- 
construction, a deep sense of injustice will be 
generated, for women are sex-conscious to-day, 
and will not accept without resentment, as they 
did in years gone by, the heaping of wrongs 
upon their sex. And this deep sense of injustice 
will be of grave detriment to the country. 
Either it will burst forth in concrete acts of re- 
bellion, which will make the pre-war suffragette . 
“outrages” appear tame and insignificant, or 
it will rankle in their hearts and make an 
estrangement between the sexes which none who 
love their country can contemplate without 
dismay. 
F. W. Pethick Lawrence. 


“VOTES FOR WOMEN” 

Everybody has not time to carry on active 
Suffrage work during the war; but everyone 
has time to read a Suffrage paper once a month, 
This is necessary, not only for the sake of the 
Suffrage movement, but also in view of the 
whole forward movement for women. The end . 
of the war must come eventually, when we’ 
shall be faced with the great problems of re- 
construction. All those who have no time to 
keep ideas alive to-day will be anxious to deal 
with these problems when peace comes and war 
work ceases. They will not be properly 
equipped for the task unless they have kept 
pace with the progress of ideas during the war. 

To Our Readers 

We try in Vorzs ror Women, very concisely 
owing to shortage of paper and increased cost 
of production, to do for you what you cannot 
-do for yourself—present you monthly with a re- 
view of what has been happening of importance 
to women, politically, industrially and socially, 
By reading our paper you will not only be con- 
tributing your mite towards the movement that 
others are keeping alive, but you will also reap 
the benefit to yourself of keeping in touch with — 
what is going on in “the war that never ends” 
against evil, injustice and oppression, and will 
thus be arming yourself for returning to the 
fray when the world has to be reconstructed 
after the conclusion of hostilities. 


HOW TO ORDER THE PAPER 
To ensure receiving the paper regularly (it 
appears on the last Thursday in every month), | 
fill in and cut out the order form on the back 
page of this issue, and send it, with 2s., to the 
Publisher, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 27, Chancery 
Lane, W.C. 


TO U.S. MEMBERS 
Things to Remember 
The Christmas Gale in aid of the funds of the 
U.S. Women’s Club. (See page 203.) 
The U.S. London “ At Homes” on October 12 
and October 26. (See page 206.) 


The fact that Vores ror Women on 
the last Thursday in Leeesy month. 
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THEY PAY PENSIONS 
WHERE WOMEN VOTE 


By Margaret Hodge 


(Hon. Press Secretary, British Dominions Woman Suffrage U nion.) 


Dr. Samuel Johnson defined a pension as| 


“generally understood to mean pay given to a 


State hireling for treason to his country,” and 
only accepted the hardly won £300 a year, 
offered to him by a tardily. grateful Govern- 
ment, when he was assured that he did not 
come within his own definition of a pension 
holder. The reproach, contained in this defini- 
tion, now a hundred. and fifty years old, had 
a far-reaching influence upon his contempor- 
aries and upon posterity, and Government pen- 
sioners were for centuries regarded rather as 
Objects of envy than of admiration. This was 
undoubtedly because the great lexicographer’s 
definition had in it an element of truth, for 
pensions were more often given for party pur- 
poses than for merit in his day. It is the 


| glorious distinction of the Britons of Australasia } 


that they were the first to act upon a principle 
of universally acknowledged justice in bestowing 
pensions upon all those citizens who had worked 
for the State and either become incapacitated 
in its service, or were unable from their ad- 
vanced age to support themselves any longer. 


That we have adopted this principle in the 


British Isles is due mainly to the success of its 
practical working in these younger lands, 
which have so far surpassed us in the generosity 


of their scale of payment, as well as tlie magna- 


nimity of administration of their various 
Pensions’ Acts. 


In New Zealand 


’ New Zealand, where the women were enfran- 
chised in 1893, appointed a ‘Commission in 1894, 
to consider the question of Old Age Pensions ; 
and a Bill establishing them was passed in 1898. 
By this Bill, the Pensions were to be £18 per 
annum, or 6s. 1ld. a week; but a subsequent 


Act of 1905 increased the Pension to £26 per 


annum, or 10s. a week. The Act is adminis- 
tered by a Commissioner at Wellington, and 
all claims are investigated by the stipendiary 


‘magistrates, who have power to grant or with- 


hold Pensions. The qualifications for Pensions 
are as follows : — 

1. The Applicant, if a man, must have 
reached the age of sixty-five, and, if a woman, 


the age of sixty. If, however, he or she have 


two.or more children under the age of fourteen, 
he receives his pension at‘ sixty, and she at fifty- 
five. Councillor Margaret Ashton stated at the 
B.D.W'S.U. Conference, last July, that women 
engaged in industrial occupations are rarely 
capable of good work after sixty, as they work 
with more concentration and are not so well 
nourished as their male competitors, and conse- 
quently age sdoner. It is interesting to note 
that this fact has been realised by the legislators 


_f both Australia and New Zealand, who in- 


~ ¢lude nearly as many women as men among 


their constituents. | 
2. The Applicant must have resided con- 


tinuously in New Zealand for the past twenty- 


five.years, and this period must not have been 
interrupted by absences of more than two years 
at a time. Absence on board a ship registered 
in New Zealand counts as residence in New 
Zealand. 


3. The Applicant must not have been im- 


prisoned during the twenty-five years as ecal 
as five years for any offence. 

4. The Applicant must not have deserted his 
wife (or her husband) and children during the 
past twelve years. 

5. The ‘Applicant must have led a sober and 
industrious life for the past year. 

6. The yearly income of the Applicant must 
not reach £60 if single, nor £100 if married. 

7. The net value of accumulated property 
must not be £260 or over. 


| In Australia 

In Australia, the pensioner is allowed to 
possess property to the value of £310, and even 
this limitation is not very rigidly enforced, for 
I heard a debate in the Federal Senate upon 
individual cases of applicants for Pensions, and 
in almost every case the most generous inter- 
pretation of the wording of the Act was 
accepted.. 

If the pensioner should be imprisoned for 
any offence, while in receipt of a Pension, the 
amount of the Pension is held over from the 
day of conviction to the day of release, and then 
handed to a responsible agent for the benefit 
of the pensioner. 

The Old Age Pensions’ Act in New Zealand 
does not apply to (1) Maoris, who receive grants 
from another source ; (2) Aliens; (3) Those who 
have been naturalised for one year only; (4) 
Chinese and other Asiatics, whether British sub- 
jects by birth or not. (The last three classes are 
disqualified in Australia; but in individual 
cases, aliens, who have lived for many years in 
the country and have been too ignorant, or in 
too remote a region to realise the benefits of 
naturalisation, have been occasionally granted 
the Old Age Pension.) . 

A: liberal interpretation of the provisions of 
the Act is common to both the Commonwealth 
and the Dominion. Australia has followed 
New’ Zealand in adopting Old Age Pensions, 
both for the individual States and for the 
Commonwealth. The Commonwealth Act was 
passed in 1908; and:in 1909, the residential 
qualification was reduced from twenty-five to 
twenty years. The Pension is granted five 
years earlier than the minimum ages of sixty- 
five and sixty in cases Of ill-health and in- 
capacity to work. The Invalid Pensions’ Act 
insists only on a five years’ residence, if the 
accident or ilness which incapacitated the 
applicant occurred in Australia; the minimum 
age for the receipt of this Pension is sixteen 
years, 
Pensions for Widows 

One very wise piece of legislation is the 
Widows’ Pension Act, which was passed in New 
Zealand in 191'1. The widow must be a British 
subject of good character, and in the Act the 
word “ widow ” includes any woman whose hus- 
band is in a mental hospital.’ A widow with 
one child under fourteen receives £12 per 
annum; with two children under fourteen she 
receives £18; with three, £24; with more than 
three, £30. If the widow’s income is more than 
£30, one pound is deducted from the Pension 
for every pound in excess of £30. Property up 
to £340 value is allowed, and even if the value 
of the house rises, it is estimated at its original 
value at the time of the granting of the Pension. 
Furniture is not included in the valuation. 
After the death of the widow, payments are 
made to the guardians of the children. 

The number of Widows’ Pensions in force in 
March, 1914, was 1,540; and in March, 1915, 
it was. 1,788. ‘Widows’ Pensions have been 


found to be such an advantage, not only to the 
individual, but to the State (as the widows, 
relieved from the fear of absolute destitution, 
are able to give time and care to the rearing 
of their children), that Victoria is adopting the 
legislation, and no doubt the other Australian 
States will shortly follow. Even if the widow 


amount to £100 she still receives her Pension. 
The closer relations between Australia and 
New Zealand in recent years are shown by the 
Old Age Pensions’ Reciprocity Act of 1913, 
which makes it possible for any individual who 
has qualified for a Pension by residence in 
either country to obtain it in the other after 
twelve months’ residence. The cost per head 
of the population for the entire Pension scheme 
in New Zealand is somewhat less than 8s, 
annually, while, in Australia it amounts to 
about 6s. 
War Pensions 
The Military Pensions granted in both 
countries, since the outbreak of the War are 
on an exceedingly liberal scale. The lowest 
Pension for a soldier's widow is £1 per week 


a week. The highest Pension given to a soldier’s 
widow is £3 a week. With regard to the allow- 
ances for the children, the payment for the first 
child is 10s. per week, for the second 7s. 6d., 
for the third 5s. There is a very liberal inter- 
pretation of the term “dependant,” which 
enables step-children, foster-mothers, step- 
brothers and sisters to claim as much as if they 
were the closer relations. It is not made incum- 
bent on the mother of a soldier to prove that 
she was absolutely dependent upon his earn- 
ings, or even partially so, before she receives 
a Pension. The skilled, devoted, energetic 
women, who have accompanied the ition- 
ary Force as nurses, are also entitled to Pen- 
sions, if they are domiciled in New Zealand or 
Australia, and are ‘in the receipt of pay from 
the Governments of these countries. 


these Dominions have burdened themselves in 
this world war, they will be able to discharge 
them, for their potential resources are infinite, 
and their consciousness of their obligation to 
those, who have borne the heat and burden of 
these terrible days, is so keen that they feel 
that no mere material reward, however munifi- 
cent, can adequately express their gratitude. 
The people in their homes in Australasia have 
co-operated heartily with the far-famed Anzacs 
in courage, self-denial and energy, throughout 
the course of the war; and they are all pre- 
pared to bring these great qualities to bear upon 
the magnificent work of reconstruction- and 
reformation which Peace will make possible, 


U.S. FUND 
Subscriptions Received August 16—September 15 
£ s. d. 
Anon (per Miss Miss Anna Martin 2 2 0 
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is earning money, unless her professional income. 


and for the wife of an incapacitated soldier, 30s. » 
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| AUTUMN “AT HOMES” 

Some interesting subjects will be dealt with 
at the series of discussion meetings, to be held 
this autumn under the auspices of the United 
Suffragists, and arranged by Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence as Hon. Secretary of the London 
U.S. members, The place of meeting will be 
Central Hall, Westminster (Committee Room 
B; entrance, I, Central Buildings, Matthew 
Parker Street), and the first. will take place on 
Thursday, October 12, at 8 p.m. At each 
meeting the political situation of the moment 
will be dealt with by the Chairman, and the 
ensuing speaker will give a short address on 
some subject of interest, after which the meet- 
ing will be thrown open to discussion. 

_ Admission will be free, and it is suggested 
that U.S. members should bring as many friends 
to each of these “ At Homes” as possible, and 
te | should make them known among fresh circles 
4 by means of the handbills, which can be ob- 
tained on application to the U.S. headquarters 
- at 27, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


LIST OF SPEAKERS 
e October 12; 8 p.m.—Chair: Mrs, Pethick Law- 
rence. Speaker: Miss Muriel Matters, on 
“ New Ideals in Education.” 
October 26; 8 p.m.—Chair: Mr. George Lans- 
bury. Speaker: Miss Anna Martin. — 
November 9; 8 p.m.—Chair: Miss Evelyn 
Sharp. Speaker: Miss Susan Lawrence. 
November 23; 8 p.m—Chair: Mr. H. W. 
Nevinson. ker: Mrs. Despard, on 
“The Position of Women after the War.” 
December 7; 8 p.m—Chair: Mrs. Ayrton 
Gould. er: Miss H. C. Newcomb, on 
e, “ Woman Suffrage in the Dominions Over- 
seas.” 


THE CAMPAIGN 
Friday, September 29; 7.45 p.m.—Lecture and 
Discussion. — Onward Buildings, Deansgate, Man- 
chester. Dr, Herbert on “ Marital Relationships.” 
3 Monday, October 2; 8 p.m.—Members’ Meeting. 
i —55, Bath Street, Glasgow. 
| Monday, October 2; 8 p.m.—Social Evening.— 
: 18, Colquitt Street, Liverpool. 


Monday, October 2; Conference of Executive 
Committees on Woman Suffrage.—Offices of Men’s 
League, Manchester. — 


Tuesday, October 3; 8 p.m.—Open Meeting ;— 
U.8. Women’s Club, 92, Borough Road, 8.E, Speaker: 
Mrs. Ayrton Gould. 


Tuesday, October 10; 8 p.m.—0O 


n Meeting.— 
U.8. Women’s Club, Speaker: Miss Elsie Chick,. 
: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12; 8 p.m.—U.S. AT 
HOME.—CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER. ADMIS- 
SION FREE. SPEAKERS; MRS. PETHICK LAW- 
y; RENCE, ON “THE POLITICAL SITUATION”; MISS 
. MURIEL MATTERS, ON “NEW IDEALS IN EDUCA- 
TION.” 

Friday, October 13; 7.45 p.m.—Lecture 


Discussion. — Onward Buildings, Manchester. 
Herbert on “* Venereal Disease.” 


Saturday, October 14; 4.30 p.m. — Members’ 

Rally.—44, Platt’s Lane, Hampstead. Speakers: Miss 
- Brewster, Mr. Henty W. Nevinson, Miss Margaret 
Thompson. 

Tuesday, October 17; 8 p.m.—0O Meeting.— 
U.S. Women’s Club. Speaker: Mr. John Scurr, 

Tuesday, October 24; 8 p.m.—Open Meeting.— 
U.8. Women’s Club. Speaker: Nurse Gilpin. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26; 8 pm.—U.S. AT 
HOME.—CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER 
SPEAKERS: MR. GEORGE LANSBURY ON “THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION;” MISS ANNA MARTIN, 
ADMISSION FREE. 

Friday, October 27; 8 p.m.—Suffrage . Con- 
ference.—Minor Association Hall, Manchester. Sub- 
ject: “The Present Parliamentary Situation. 

Monday, October 30 ; 7.30 p.m.— Annual Meeting. 
—Bolton. Election of officers, payment of subscriptions. 


and 
Dr. 
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U.S. WOMEN'S CLUB 
92, Borough Road, S.E. 
Secretary, Miss M. R. Cochrane. Tel.: Hop 4172 

The Club re-opened on the first Monday in 
September, and all our members have told us how 
glad they are to have it open again. 

“We have got a hard winter before us in the 
Borough,” one mother said, only the other day; 
“T don’t know how I should have got through 
last winter, with my man in France, if I had not 
been able to slip over to the Club for half an hour 
to cheer me up!” This is enough to make us go 
on and do our utmost to make the Club just as | 
happy and bright as possible. To do this we must 
beg our friends to help us. Will those who can 
spare the time come down themselves? We still 
want helpers; but they must be able to come 
regularly. The Misses Fox have been obliged to 
give up their Concert on the third Thursday of the 
month; whatever happens, we are determined that 
our weekly Concert shall not fail, so we want a 
musician to undertake that day in October and 
November. 

‘ Weekly Meetings 


The weekly meetings were re-opened on Septem- 
ber 19, with an interesting Address from Mr. 
Flewker; and Miss Evelyn Sharp explained the 
new Suffrage situation on September 26. These 
weekly lectures draw a large audience of women 
and girls who seem to need no conversion to Suffrage 
principles, 

Wants.— Gifts in money or kind are much 
appreciated ; flowers, plants, cake, jam, tea, cocoa, 
sugar; illustrated papers; clothes of all kinds. Also 
a chest of drawers or cupboard; and a table. 

Thanks.— Miss Putnam, £1 (Holiday Fund); Mrs. 
Harben, butter; “A Friend,” case of jani; Austra- 
lian Kits’ Society, per Miss Newcomb, several 
Babies’ kits; Mrs. Craies, pictures; Mrs. Silver, 
toys; Mrs. Pelman Tebb, sewing machine ;‘ Mrs. 
Murray, socks; Mrs. Davies and Mrs. Richmond, 
parcels for Jumble Sale. 


ASHFORD U.S. 
. Sec.: Mr. John Marsh, 45, Royd’s Road, 
‘Willsborough, Kent. Organizer: Miss Maude 
White, Magazine House, Winchelsea, Sussex 
The new Branch; is going on very satisfactorily, 
and new members are being made. - The railway- 
men are so enthusiastic that they are going to can- 
vass the whole of Ashford in the event of a public 
meeting being held later in the autumn. The Girls’ 
Club will be re-opened at the Co-operative Hall 
during the winter. 


BIRMINGHAM U.S. 
Hon. Sec.: Miss Julia Green, 13, Suffolk Street 

Although our Secretary was away on a well-earned 
holiday the members were determined that Vores 
For WoMEN should be well in evidence during the 
week of the Trade Unions Congress. They there- 
fore kept the office open and sold papers every 
evening at one or other of the many meetings held 
during that week. 

On Tuesday, September 18, the ~ © reopened 
as usual, and a Social Evening witl be held after 
this goes to press, on September 30, at Queen’s 
College,.from 4-7 p.m, A reunion of comrades is 
always pleasant, and more than ever in these 
dark times do we stand in need of that cheer and 
encouragement which only comrades in a fight for 
liberty can give each other. 

BOLTON U.S. 

Hon. Sec.: Miss S. W. Holden, 7, Hilden Street 
' On September 20 we had the pleasure of a visit’ 
from Miss Brewster, who gave us up-to-date in- 
formation regarding the Suffrage situation, as far 
as that was possible. A resolution, expressing 
gratitude to Headquarters for the way they have 
upheld the Suffrage flag, and re-affirming complete 
confidence in the Executive was passed unanimously. 

Gratefully acknowledged: Mrs. Almond £1, Miss 
Annie Gordon 5s., Mr. H. Y. Newhouse 2s. Will 
members please note date of Annual General Meet- 
ing, when important business comes up. (See Cam- 
paign.) 


GLASGOW U.S. 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.): Mrs. Macaulay, 44, Albert 
Drive, Crosshill, Glasgow 
A Committee Meeting was held at 55, Bath Street, 
on Septemter 6, at which it was announced that 


open-air meetings had been very successfully carried 
on during the months of July and August. The 
Secretary stated that the tramway women workers 
wished the Glasgow U.S. to send a deputation to 
the Town Council on their behalf, as the Corpora- 
tion are proposing to increase the working hours 
of the tramway workers by three per week, and to 
give the women tramway workers a bonus of Is. 
per week, as against a 2s. bonus to the men. It was 
accordingly agreed that a utation be sent the 
Council to protest against this action, and Dr. 
Chalmers Smith and Mrs. Crawfurd were elected to 
act as the speakers, and Mr. Nixon to propose a 
vote of thanks. Other members of the deputation 
were: Mrs. Dollan, Mrs. Hay, Miss Henderson, Miss 
Thomson, and Mrs. Pheonix. 

The deputation went to the City Chambers, but 
the Council refused to see them. They hope, how- 
ever, to go again on October 5, and have written 
the Town Clerk to that effect. Our first members’ 
meeting for the winter will be held on October 2. 
(See Campaign.) Business will be the electing of 
auditors, and passing the Constitution and Rules 
for the Glasgow branch. 


HAMPSTEAD AND GOLDER’S GREEN U.S. 
Hon. Secretaries: Miss Daisy Solomon, 64, 
Pattison Road, N.W.; Miss Dorothy Pethick, 
39, Meadway Court, Golder’s Green, N.W. 


sf kind invitation of Mrs. Binnie we are able to 
hold our first Members’ Rally at Platts Lane on 
Saturday afternoon, October 14. Tea at 4.30'p.m., 
followed by speeches by Miss Bertha Brewster, Mr. 
Nevinson and Miss Margaret Thompson. Arrange- 
ments for our Provision Stall at the forthcoming 
U.S. Club Sale will be discussed; also plans for the 
winter’s work; so we hope for a large attendance of 


members. 
LIVERPOOL U.S. 
Hon. Sec.: Miss tsabe Buiten, 111, Queen's 
oa 


Miss Brewster paid a visit to the Branch 
Thursday, September 21, when quite a good meeting 
was held at Clarion Café, with Dr. Alice Ker in the 
chair. A helpful discussion followed the addresses, 
and we all feel Miss Brewster has done us good, this 
being the first time we have been able to welcome 
one of the Executive Committee. The Branch is to 
suffer a loss in the withdrawal to London of our 
Vice-President, Dr. Alice Ker. A farewell social 
evening will be held at 18, Colquitt Street ‘on 
October 2. All Suffragists are invited. Will mem- 
bers keep free the second Tuesday in November, as 
this is our evening at the Suffrage Club, and we 
want a good rally? | es, 


MANCHESTER U.S. 
Hon. Sec.: Miss Hope Hampson, Onward 
Buildings, 207, Deansgate 
The annual general meeting took place on Se 
tember 22. Miss Brewster gave an address on the 


situation in Parliament. The Secretary’s report and 
Treasurer's statement were read and adopted. The 


on 


as, 
ject to 


On October 27, a conference has been called to 
consider the present Parliamentary situation in its 
bearing on Woman “a It is to be held in the 
minor Association Hall at 8 p.m., and it is hoped 
that all Suffragists and sympathisers will come and 
join in the discussion. On-October 2, the Man- 
chester U.S. have been invited by the Manchester 
Men’s League to a conference of executive com- 
mittees on Women’s Suffrage. It is h that most 
of the Executive will be able to attend. 


HENDON WOMEN’S FRANCHISE SOCIETY 
(Affiliated to United Suffragists) . 
Hon. Sec.: Mrs. McCabe, 49, Bridge Lane, 
Hendon, N.W. 

Two meetings have been held in September. At 
the first, held at Dr. Vickery’s house, Mrs. How 
Martyn opened a discussion on the “ Present 
Prospects of Women’s Suffrage”; and a resolution 


mously and with enthusiasm. 
invited the members and their friends to an after- 
noon meeting and tea, at which Miss Dixon read 
a stimulating paper on “Girls’ Organisations,” 
dealing especially with the Girl Guides’ movement 
and with the Girls’ Clubs. It gave rise to a most 
interesting and et discussion. Dr, Alice Vickery 
has kindly promi to open a discussion on the 
recently published report of the Birth-rate Com- 


Mrs. S 


the neighbourhood w like invitations, 
Should apply to Mrs. McCabe (see above). 


urging its immediate enactment was carried unani- 


mission. The date is not yet fixed. but friends in . 
ho would 
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27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. Telephone, Holborn 5880 — 


ydenham . 
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I 
f 
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Miss Isaacs, Miss Cannon, Miss A : 
Tallantire, Mr. Bailey, Mrs. Webster 
her consent), Miss Hampson Mr. Mer- 
rick (Treasurer). On September 15, . Herbert 
gave a lecture on pre-marital relationships, which . 
was well attended and followed by a lively dis- | 
cussion. 
“ 
; 
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LIGHT SENTENCES 
Assault on a Child 
The South Wales Echo (September 
_ 18) reports case of an underground 
haulier charged at Pontypridd Police 
Court with assaulting a girl of seven. 


Sentence: Three months” hard labour. 


— = 


COMPARISON OF PUNISHMENTS 


HEAVY SENTENCES 
Receiving Stolen Goods 
The Times (September 16) reports 
case of a hairdresser, cha 
Central Criminal Court with receiving 
a stolen horse and van, which he drove 
from London to Doncaster. 
Seven years’ penal servi- 


Assault on Invalid Wife 


The Berwick Advertiser (July 28) re- 

rts case of a labourer, charged at 
herwick Petty Sessions before David 
Herriot, Esq., and A. J. Dodds, Esq., 
with assaulting his wife,-who was an 
invalid, in bed. 

Sentence: Fined £1, or in default 
14 days. 


Forgery 

The Glasgow Weekly Herald (Sep- 
tember 16) reports case of a soldier 
charged at the Old Bailey with forg- 
ing and uttering £1 and 10s. Treasury 
notes. 

Sentence: Five years’ penal servi- 
tude. 


Cruelty to a Dog 


The Glasgow Weekly Herald ( 
tember 16) reports case of a-mill- 
worker charged at Inverurie Police 
Court with cruelly ill-treating a dog, 
’ which he tied to a post, belaboured 
with a spade, and then buried alive. 
The magistrate said his conduct was 
‘“‘of a very cruel and revolting 
nature.” 

Sentence: Fined £3 15s., or wm de- 
fault 30 days. 


Theft 

The Glasgow Weekly Herald (Sep- 
tember 16) reports case of a man 
charged at a diet of the Edinburgh 
High Court of Justiciary with stealing 
from a toolshed a boring brace, a 
shifting spanner, and two chrisels. 
The defence was that he was starv- 
ing. He had refused parochial assist- 


ance. . 
Three years’ penal servi- 
e. 


- Neglecting Children i 


The Times (September 14) reports - 


- @ase of a man and his wife charged at 
Bristol with neglecting their six 
children. They had been prosecuted 
several times previously. The maxi- 
mum sentence was passed. 

Sentence: Siz months’ hard labour. 


Burglary 

The Times (September 9) reports 
case of a painter charged before the 
Common rjeant at the Central 
Criminal Court with burglary. He 
had. been 
housebreaking. 

Sentence: Five years’ penal servi- 

e. 


The cases shown in the above table 
of punishments would seem to indicate 
. that, while it is universally alleged 
that crime has greatly decreased 
owing to war conditions (better 
@hances of employment, the with- 
drawal of the casual loafer and 
criminal into the ranks of the army, 
and so on), our Courts have not de- 
parted from their practice of impos- 
‘ing far heavier sentences upon those 
convicted of crimes against property 
than upon those convicted of crimes 

against life and the human person. 


The Summary Conviction 


The plea that is sometimes urged 
with a considerable show of reason— 
that the heavier sentences are imposed 
in the higher Courts, while the lighter 
ones are passed in police courts and 
are in some cases the heaviest that 
could be imposed—does not (even where 
this is the case, which is not invari- 
ably so) affect our general argument 
that the law of the land regards 
crimes of forgery and theft with far 
greater seriousness than assaults of 
the most abominable nature upon little 
girls, brutality towards women and 
animals, and ill-treatment of children. 

Why, for instance, was not the 
Pontypridd case (the first one in our 
left-hand column) sent to trial by jury 
instead of being dealt with sum- 
marily? In that event, the maximum 
sentence imposable would have been 
penal servitude for life if a complete 
assault were proved, or two years’ 
imprisonment if an incomplete assault 
only were found to have taken place. 
The last thing we wish to advocate is 
the imposition of savage sentences for 
any class of crime ; but the inadequacy 
of three months’ hard labour for so 
-terrible an offence against a little girl 
_ when, even in’a police court, the maxi- 
mum of six months’ might have been 


given, is glaring as compared with the | 


seven years’ penal servitude given to a 

man, whose case was committed for 

trial, though he had merely received 

stolen goods. | 

In our fourth comparison, the 
magistrate cannot be blamed for im- 

posing only a six months’ sentence for 
the neglect of children by their 


parents, because it was the maximum 
he could have imposed in that Court 
for that offence. But in a country 
where people cared for the protection 
of children as much as for the protec- 
tion of their property, this case would 
have been tried in a higher Court 
equally with the burglary case to 
which we compare it. : 


Do Previous Convictions Count? 


Another plea that is sometimes 
urged in criticism of ofr comparisons 
ron this page is that previous convic- 
tions are often involved where the 
heavier sentences are recorded, and 
not where the lighter ones are given. 
We have dealt with this point so 
often that we will not take up our 
space in dwelling upon it now; but 
we would represent on this occasion 
that, in the last comparison shown in 
the above table, previous convictions 
are cited in both the cases compared ; 
but the disproportion of sentences re- 
mains. Also, in the three foregoing 
cases no mention of previous convic- 
tions was made in the Press reports of 
them, which as @ rule do not hesiiate 
to enumerate them if‘ they exist. 
And even if the “pd had previously 
forged, could his offence be humanly 
held to be more severe than that of 
the man who ted his wife, an 
invalid, when she lay helpless in bed? 
This woman’s death was announced in 
the same paper only two days later. 
As we have not heard that the man 
was .prosecuted for manslaughter, it is 
evident that her death was not held to 
be accelerated by the assault. But it 
is at least evidence of the seriousness 
of her condition when her husband 
attacked her. Yet her person is valued 
at £1, while the forgery of a few £1 
notes is valued at five years’ punish- 
ment for the forger! 


IS A WOMAN A PERSON? 
No! Says the Canny Scot 


A correspondent tells us that at the 
entrance to the Forth Bridge a notice 
board is displayed bearing the words: 
“No persons allowed on this bridge.” 

Just below this is a newer notice: 
“No ladies admitted on this bridge.” 

Evidently some voteless woman 
must have attempted to follow to its 
logical conclusion the fact that, in the 
British Constitution, a woman is not a 


person ! 


at the | 


previously convicted for. 


THE PRESS 


Evening Standard (Sept. 6). 


re consu as to Imperial ‘poli 
after the war, the 
and New Zealand will have a voice in 
the settlement of these questions, 
while, as things now are, the women 
of the Mother Country will have no 
voice at all. Canada also is preparing 
to give votes to women in the imme- 
diate future, so that in all the most 
important of our Colonies the full 
political rights of women will be 
everywhere recognised. Moreover, 
each party in America has now in- 
cluded Women’s Suffrage in its elec- 
tion platform, and this means that of 
the English-speaking countries only 
Great Britain herself hangs back from 
this long-considered step. The Early 
Victorian .mother still trembles and 
hesitates lest she should be thought 
“unwomanly,” while her daughters, 
one after another, have cast aside 
false delicacy. and declared that they 
can wait no longer for the parental 
example. | 


The Commonwealth (September). 


So the dead-lock is over: and the 
Prime Minister is prepared to confess 
that the women have, by their work of 
the war, established a new claim for 
the vote which really deserves con- 
sideration. A Prime Minister does 
not commit himself to such a state- 
ment for nothing. And Mr. Montagu, 
in his pean on munitions, has — 
out with clearer emphasis yet. the 
way is open. The war has once for all 
of the ancient taunt— 
“Women do not help in the fight.” 
It turns out to be the very time when 
their help is essential. So we all see 
now that, when once the war is over 
we shall have to draw the practical 
conclusion to which everyone has 
silently come. A whole world of 
trouble passed away behind us on the 
night on which Mr. Asquith made his 
confession. 


Everyman (Sept. 16). 


It was recognised many y 
that the financial interests!) 
married woman were not ne 4 ril 
identical with those of her h Sand, 
and the Married Women’s B operty 
Act was the result. It is now peng 
generally realised that the politi 
interests of a married woman are not 
‘necessarily those of her husband, and 

the Votes for Women movement is the 
result. 


The Countess of Selborne in the 
“Evening Standard” (Sept. 16). 


It is assumed by many that the 
cause of women’s suffrage has made 
great progress in public favour. The 
reasons given for this opinion seem to 
me rather unsatisfactory. They 
mostly come to this, that women, 
having worked their best fer the 
country, ought to be rewarded with 
the gift of the franchise. 

Now, it is not often that I find 
myself in agreement with the Anti- 
Suffragist Review, but in the denunci- 
ation of this particular doctrine I am 
entirely of its opinion. 

_There is only one good reason for 
giving women the vote, namely, that 
it would be to the advantage of the 
nation to do sq@ That is what we 
Suffragists have always maintained. 
We think it would help women, help 
children, and also help men that 
women should be allowed to vote. 
And we do not base our case on any 
‘“‘a priori” or theoretical reasoning. 
We say where women do vote the 
people are the better for it. And we 
challenge our opponents to bring for- 
ward any facts they may have which 
would show the contrary. Up to this 
time our challenge has not been 
answered. 


Mr. Harold Cox, in the “Sunday 
Times” (Sept. 3). 


For many years medical men were 
passionately opposed to the admission 
of women to their profession. Lawyers 
still maintain a similar opposition. 
No woman is permitted to practise 


either as a barrister or as a solicitor. 


AND WOMAN | 


SUFFRAGE 


Therefore it is not surprising to find 
that trade unions, which have been 
epoctally affected by the extended em- 
ployment of women during the war, 
are protesting against the continuance 
of such employment after the war. . . 
all questions affecting the em- 
ployment of the two sexes the oniy 
safe rule is that attributed to Jonn 
Stuart Mill, that women should be 
allowed to do whatever their bodies 
permit. It would indeed be peculiarly 
unjust if women were excluded by 
Governmental action from profitable 
employment as a result of political 
pressure brought to bear upon 
Ministers by men who have votes 
against women who have none. The 
only plausible argument for excluding 
women from occupations s as con- 
ducting omnibuses or doing clerical 
work in banks is that their occupation 
tends to lower the wages of men pre- 
viously employed at such work. 

But if women are shut out from 
these and similar occupations, then 
they are driven back upon occupations 
hitherto regarded as purely feminine, 
such as domestic service, with the re- 
sult that their own wages in those 
occupations are lowered by their com- 
petition with one another. Doubtless 
there will always be some occupations 
in which men will predominate, and 
others in which women will predomi- 
nate, but it would be clearly unwise 
to attempt now to draw arbitrary lines 
of division based upon rules them- 
selves derived from past conditions. 


SIR HERBERT TREE A CONVERT 


Sir Herbert Tree, formerly an oppo- 
nent of Woman Suffrage, frankly ad- 
mitted to an interviewer from the 
Sunday Times (September 10) that his 
views had been changed during the 
war, partly owing to his recent sojourn 
in America. Asked if it was true that 

was a convert to the cause, Sir 
Herbert answered : — 

“ Undoubtedly.’ Before I went to 
America I was against the movement. 
But now I feel that those who give life 
will be more careful in its preserva- 
tion. Therefore, women’s voice will 
be for ; for the elimination of 
war. ith the organised workers 
they can say, ‘ Let war cease and peace 

_ prevail!’ omen are playing a noble 
part in the great struggle for freedom ; 
all the world knows how English- 
women are helping to win the war— 
and the women of nee, too.” 


WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE 


The Women’s Freedom League are 
giving weekly ‘“‘ At Homes” on Wed- 
nesday afternoons, at 3 o'clock, in 
Caxton Hall, at which admission is 
free, and tea can be obtained after- 
wards for 6d. The 


series will be 


usman, who speaks on “ Hate’s 
Coming of Age.” . 
also. speak, and Mrs. E. M. Moore will 
be in the Chair. Other interesting 
speakérs will give addresses on subse- 
quent Wednesdays, of which a com- 
plete list can be obtained on applica- 
tion to the W.F.L. offices at 144, High 
Holborn, W.C. 


— 


WORKERS’ SUFFRAGE FEDERATION 


A great deal of educational work is 
being done 
Federation ( 
E.) this autumn. Mr. John Scurr (a 
member of the U.S. Executive) is giv- 
ing an interesting series of lectures on 

in the Women’s 


at 8.30 Ee. The subjects for October 
(4, 11, 18, and 25) wi . 


with France,” 
“The Reformation,” 


and 
beth 

Every Thursday in October and 
November, At Homes will be held by 
the W.S.F. in the Chandos Hall, 21a, 
Maiden Lane, W.C., at 3.30 p.m. On 
October 5 the Chair will be taken by 
Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, and the 
speakers will be Miss Eva Gore-Booth 
on “Supremacy of Conscience,” and 
Mr. W. F. Watson (A.S.E.) on “In- 
dustrial Organization of Women.” — 


ate on October 4 by Mr. Laurence 


the Workers’ Suffrage 
, Old Ford Road, Bow, 


Hall, 20, Railway Biraet. Poplar, E., » 


* The Spacious Days of Eliza- 
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